ENDS AND MEANS
elaborate defensive measures against the more and more
elaborate defensive measures of all other nations. The
armament race would go on ad infinitum^ if it did not
inevitably and invariably lead to war. Armaments lead to
war for two reasons. The first is psychological. The exist-
ence of armaments in one country creates fear, suspicion,
resentment and hatred in neighbouring countries. In such
an atmosphere, any dispute easily becomes envenomed to
the point of being.made a casus belli. The second is
technical in character. Armaments become obsolete, and
to-day the rate of obsolescence is rapid and accelerating.
At the present rate of technological progress an aeroplane
is likely to be out of date within a couple of years, or less.
This means that, for any given country, there is likely to
be an optimum moment of preparedness, a moment when
its equipment is definitely superior to that of other nations.
Within a very short time this superiority will disappear
and the nation will be faced with the task of scrapping its
now obsolescent equipment and building new equipment
equal to, or if possible better than, the new equipment of
its neighbours. The financial strain of such a process is
one which only the richest countries can stand for long.
For poorer nations it is unendurable. Hence there will
always be a strong temptation for the rulers of the poor
countries to declare war during the brief period when their
own military equipment is superior ,to that of their rivals.
The fact that armaments are to a great extent manu-
factured by private firms and that these private firms have
a financial interest in selling weapons of war to their own
and foreign governments is also a contributory cause of
war. This matter will be dealt with in a later section.
(iv) Wars may be made for the purpose of furthering a
religious or political creed. The Mohammedan invasions,
the Crusades, the Wars of Religion during the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, the French Revolutionary Wars,
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